
 
PRINCIPLES FOR SUCCESS IN THE NEW YEAR – Pastor Alton Trimble 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 

 
Continues from last week… 

Philippians 3:12-14 (NKJV) 
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

I. Develop the Spiritual Aptitude to Produce the Right Attitude 
 

1. The Principle of Super Vision 
 

2. The Principle of Establishing the Right Priority. 
 

3. The Principle of Supernatural Transformation. 
 

4. The Principle of Super Submission. 
 

5. The Principle of Recognizing the Value of Time. 
 

 The only time I really have is now. 
  

James 4:14 (NIV) 
Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

 

 The Psalmist acknowledges our insignificance to the overall scheme of things. 
 

Psalm 8:4 (NKJV) 
What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him? 

 
II Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) 
“In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

Hebrews 3:15 (NKJV) 
While it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

6. The Principle of not being a Hostage to the Past. 
 

 God gave me the ability to remember but some things He wants to forget. 
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Philippians 3:13 (NKJV) 
…but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those 
things which are ahead 
 
I Timothy 1:15 (NKJV) 

 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

 
QUESTION: What makes people get stuck on past mistakes, failures or frailties?  

 
1. The perceived benefits or payoffs fuel or act as an adhesive to their commitment to not 

changing. 
 

i. Getting attention by playing the victim. 
 

ii. Avoiding taking responsibility for yourself and your results. 
 

iii. Using the issue in front of you as an excuse for not dealing with or acknowledging 
other fears or issues. 

 
iv. Not getting what we want in one area of life used as an excuse to do nothing in 

other areas. 
 

v. Rehearsing failure or other faulty behaviors instead of finding successful ones and 
practicing them. 

 
QUESTION: So how do we get unstuck from our past? 
  

1. Take authority over your memory and demand it to serve God’s purpose and not our own. 
 
Romans 7:1, 4, 6 (AMP) 
Do you not know, brethren—for I am speaking to men who are acquainted with the Law—that 
legal claims have power over a person only for as long as he is alive? 4 Likewise, my brethren, you 
have undergone death as to the Law through the [crucified] body of Christ, so that now you may 
belong to Another, to Him Who was raised from the dead in order that we may bear fruit for God. 

6 But now we are discharged from the Law and have terminated all intercourse with it, having 
died to what once restrained and held us captive. So now we serve not under [obedience to] the 
old code of written regulations, but [under obedience to the promptings] of the Spirit in newness 
[of life]. 
 

 Allow the mind of Christ to become your mind. 
 
Philippians 2:5 (NKJV) 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus… 
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How to do that: 
 

 Think on these things. 
 
Philippians 4:8 (NKJV) 
Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 
 

 Meditate on the word day and night. 
 
Joshua 1:6-9 (NKJV) 
Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land 
which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may 
observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the 
Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may 
observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 

     
2. Stop confusing your refusal to forgive yourself with God’s position or willingness to forgive you. 

 
Psalm 103:8-12 (NKJV) 
The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. 9 He will not always 
strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our 
sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities. 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far 
has He removed our transgressions from us. 
 
Isaiah 55:6-7 (NKJV) 
Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake 
his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have 
mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 
 
Psalm 51:17 (NKJV) 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will 
not despise. 
 
Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV) 
“Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
 
I John 1:9 (NKJV) 
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If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

3. Embrace the principle of gain through loss. 
 

 Everything in my life God will use it for my good or benefit. 
 
Romans 8:28 (NLT) 
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are the called according to His purpose. 
 

 If you don’t get this you will react nonproductively to challenges. 
 

John 3:30 (NLV) 
He must become more important. I must become less important. 
 
John 12: 24 (AMP)  
I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains [just one grain; it never becomes more but lives] by itself alone. But if it dies, it 
produces many others and yields a rich harvest. 

 
1. He tells His disciples that He must die and if He must, must we also have this mind? 

 
I Corinthians 15:36 (NKJV) 
Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies. 

 

2. God is in control. 
 

John 12:24d 
…but if it dies, it produces much grain. 
 
Colossians 3:3 (NKJV) 
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
 
Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV) 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. 
 

3. Christ teaches us the purpose God has for His death and thereby for ours. 
 

John 12:24-25 (NKJV) 
Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who 
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

 
4. Never, ever, ever, ever give up or stop fighting. 

 
Mark 5:25-36 (NKJV) 
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