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I CHRONICLES 4:9-10 (NIV) Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named 
him Jabez, saying, “I gave birth to him in pain.” 10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that 
you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm 
so that I will be free from pain.” And God granted his request. 
 
THERE ARE THREE THINGS WE LEARN FROM JABEZ LIFE 
 

1. WE NEED A GREAT AMBITION.  
 

NOTE: You know your horizon is expanding when you are facing new challenges.  
 

NOTE: If you are not facing any challenges right now, get one.  
 
TRUTH: The essence of life is solving problems.  

 
There are THREE common misconceptions that prevent us from having great ambitions in life.  
 

i. We tend to confuse humility with fear.  
 

TRUTH: Fear is always accompanied by a lack of faith.  
 

ii. We tend to confuse contentment with laziness.  
 

PHILIPPIANS 4:12 (NKJV) I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 

 
NOTE: That doesn’t mean you don’t set goals or have ambition or dreams.  

 
TRUTH: Contentment can be a convenient excuse for some people to do nothing.  

 
iii. We tend to confuse little thinking with spirituality.  
 

2. YOU NEED A GROWING FAITH IF YOU’RE GOING TO BE LIVING ABOVE AVERAGE.  
 

NOTE: All kinds of super-talented people are sitting on the sidelines while people with a lot 
less talent are getting thing job done.  
 
TRUTH: A growing faith will enable you to not worry about what you don’t have.  
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TRUTH: We all have to decide in life what kind of person we are going to be. 
 
NOTE: Let’s consider some options: 
 

 EXCUSERS: People who make excuses for everything.  
 

 ACCUSERS: People who blame others. 
  

 CHOOSERS: People who make it in life. 
 

 STEWERS: People who stew around something but never actually get to completion on 
anything.  

 

 BOOERS: People who reject the possibility of positive outcome in their lives.  
 

 DOERS: People who lead, take charge and accept responsibility.  
 

3. HE HAD A GENIUNE PRAYER LIFE.  
 
Jabez Prayer makes THREE requests: 

 
1. Jabez prayed for God’s power in his life.  

 
JAMES 4:2-3 (NLT) You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. 
You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war 
to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask 
God for it. 3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all 
wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. 
 
EPHESIANS 3:20 (NKJV) Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us. 

 
JEREMIAH 33:3 (NASB) Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and 
mighty things, which you do not know. 
 
PSALM 91:15 (NKJV) He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him 
in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him. 

 
2. He prayed for God’s presence in his life.  

 
Verse 10  - Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and 
enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will 
be free from pain.” And God granted his request. 
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3. Jabez prayed for God’s protection in his life. 
 
Verse 10 – “Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free 
from pain.” And God granted his request.” 
 
NOTE: There’s only one way to grow your faith.  
 
ROMANS 10:17 (NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. 


